How much do patients know about everyday matters that can affect their health? A study of 200 patients attending a rural G.P. surgery was undertaken to find out.
INTRODUCTION
The word 'doctor' derives from the latin word 'docere' meaning 'to teach' and most doctors accept that they have an important role in the education of their patients. To do this it is useful to know in which areas patients are likely to lack knowledge. This study attempts to discover some of these areas.
PATIENTS AND METHODS

Patients attending Langport Surgery in Somerset between
August and November 1988 were invited to try a health questionnaire while they were waiting to see a doctor. The questionnaires were given out by receptionist staff and these consisted of 56 questions divided into 5 major categories. 
